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Complete all questions to the best of your ability, quantifying benefits and costs whenever possible.  Due to the diversity of projects eligible for this funding, the department is aware that not all questions may be applicable to a specific project.  If a question does not apply, please complete the field with an N/A to indicate the question is not applicable to your project. Attach additional sheets if necessary, noting question number. All questions and completed applications are to be directed to Laura Hutzell, 515-239-1508.
Linking Iowa's Freight Transportation System (LIFTS)
Project Application
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Form 291320   (08-15)
Section 1  - General Information 
1.         Project Name:
2.         Address or location of project: 
3.         Applicant Name: 
4.         Contact Person:                                             Affiliation:
5.         Complete Mailing Address: 
 
6.         Business Phone:                                    Cell Phone:
7.         E-mail Address: 
8.         Organizations involved in project:
 
Section 2  - General Information 
9.         Briefly summarize your project in 4-5 sentences:
10.         Briefly describe the purpose and need for the project in 4-5 sentences. 
11.         If the project in this application is associated with a larger development, provide the total cost of the larger
             development (including any costs in this application) $
 
             Briefly describe the role this project plays in any larger development.  
Section 3  - Funding 
13.         Provide source(s) of match and amount committed by each source. 
Source                                                                        Amount
 
If applicant is a public entity or a public/private partnership
Total LIFTS Project Cost
LIFTS Grant Request
Match
100%
80%
20%
If applicant is a private entity
Total LIFTS Project Cost
LIFTS Grant Request
Match
100%
50%
12.
50%
 
 
Section 4  - Freight Transportation Benefits 
 
14.                Describe any existing freight transportation challenges this project will address - locally, regionally and/
            or nationally. 
 
 
15.        Describe how this project will improve freight connectivity between modes.    
 
 
16.        Describe how this project will improve the capacity of the freight transportation network.    
 
 
17.        Describe how this project will improve the reliability of freight transportation.    
18.        Estimate the impact of this project on the tons of freight shipped annually:
 
                   Current tons:                                                                                                                      tons                                                                                  
                   Anticipated tons upon completion of project:          tons
                   Anticipated tons 5 years after completion:         tons
 
19.                 If this project will divert freight traffic from highways, estimate the number of ton-miles that will be
                   diverted:
 
                   Anticipated ton-miles diverted upon completion of project:                                       ton-miles
                   Anticipated ton-miles 5 years after completion:                                                         ton-miles
Section 5 - Economic Benefits       20.        If the project will create new or retain existing direct jobs, detail below.
                                New direct jobs:               Direct jobs retained:               Permanent full-time jobs at present:
 
      21.               Describe how this project impacts the local, state, regional or national economy.
      22.        Describe the expected benefits and cost savings for the applicant, shippers, customers and any others,
                   quantifying wherever possible.
      23.        If customer needs are driving this improvement, discuss how.
      24.        Describe how receipt of a LIFTS grant will leverage prior or future investments by applicant or others.
 
 
Section 6 - Public Benefits
  
      25.                Describe how highway users will benefit from this project, such as reduced highway congestion,
                   pavement wear and replacement, time savings, or in any other way.
26.       Describe any environmental benefits such as better land use, improved air quality, or in any other way.
       27.       Describe how the project will enhance the quality of life for employees and those in the community or
                          region. 
 
       28.       Describe safety benefits expected from the project, such as reduced accidents due to a modal shift,
                   better infrastructure, removal of hazards, etc. 
Section 7 - Project Readiness       29.        Has any part of this project been started?             If yes, explain.
 
       30.        Has land previously been acquired for this project?             State when the acquisition was completed, or
                    is planned to be complete
.       31.        Are qualified staff and financial resources readily available to prepare plans, prepare bids, monitor
                    contractors, prepare reports, pay initial costs of the project and pay any cost overruns? (If a grant is
                    awarded, project expenses will be reimbursed upon submittal at the percentage of the grant award, i.e., 80%
                   for public or public/private partnerships; 50% for private entities; cost overruns are not reimbursable.)
       32.       Is the area appropriately zoned for the project to begin?       33.       Has a review been done to identify all necessary local, state or federal permits or approvals required to
                   accomplish this project?
 
Section 8 – Required attachments for all applications      34.        A map identifying the location of the project      35.        A sketch diagram (overhead plan view or system map of the project)      36.        An itemized breakdown of the project costs      37.        Documentation that arrangements have been made for transportation services if integral to the project
                          (i.e., a letter from the serving railroad, airline, etc.)      38.        A project development schedule detailing the timeline of the projectCERTIFICATIONTo the best of my knowledge and belief, all information included in this application is true and accurate, including the commitment of all physical and financial resources.  This application has been duly authorized by the applicant(s).  I understand these certifications bind the participating applicant(s) to assume responsibility that additional funds are committed, and to ensure maintenance of any new or improved facilities.I hereby certify, under penalty of perjury, that any award of Linking Iowa’s Freight Transportation System funds; any subsequent letting of contracts for design, construction, reconstruction, improvement or maintenance; or the furnishing of materials therefore; shall not involve direct or indirect interest, prohibited by Iowa Code Section 15A.2, 362.5, or 331.342, of any state, county, or city official, elective or appointive.  Any award of funding or any letting of a contract in violation of the foregoing provisions shall invalidate the award of funding and authorize a complete recovery of any funds previously disbursed.I understand that, although this information is sufficient to secure a commitment of funds, a firm contract between the applicant and the Department is required prior to the authorization of funds.
Signed:
Attested:
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